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, Work of Guarding 


NET OVER 


ALTIMA FIRES AT INTRUDERS = 


@HERIFF KEEPS POSSE OF DEPUTIES ON GUARD IN CONJUNCTION 
t: WITH TROOPS—8ALOONS COSED—RUMORS OF THIEVING 
UNFOUNDED-—COMPLAINT OF TRAINS SPEEDING. 


SUNDAY 


Visitors Overrun the Village and Make curiosity seskora Are Making Them: 


{ 


Property Difficult 


KNOWN DEAD. 

’ The folowing is the latest re- 

; liaa liat ofi dead In the Fontanet 
T'E ures Boma of them are unigentl- r 
`$ fied, but werg buried by the au- 
Ahorities undpr the names of misa- 
‘Ing mene 

M3 A. B. Monahan, genera! superin- 
By Prandent, Fontanet, aged 41. 

“ Mra. Ae B: Monahan, Fontanet. 


HR Mre. Ethol | | Faylor, nisce of Mrs. 
>i | Monahan.. 
Ve 6 ona Justlos. at a 
ie i Ham tigra, electrician at 
: = mi 
E Sylvester. Dis, aged 42. 
wy Samuel Mavins, a 
“Harry Yates. 
WN batts, aged 17, died at hos- 


sane 

a. Jahn IL. Disi, agad 17. 

James Biggs, aged 50 employed in 
fi yarda. | 


F d 


» Ei C. Crasa, Rosedale, aged 21, 
mist nthony’s, . 
buau Chandiar. Fintanat. died 


aay faw Srorktes; v went toiFon- 
yon teary this morning and appoint- 
; 8 of deputies, who will take: 
hi EREA the:mill: property| and relieve 
$ atate militia, which ia “now on 
‘there, he following are the 
iés: of the: men appointed; Alfred 
3 Šon} | | ike MeDonaid, Pearly 
Cau thers. , Dan Nadie 9 Harvey 
iBawatd and William Cotherall. 
Co v he ipod erp! wil} not leave the town 
but will remain on guard duty about 
i, fie tealdence district. Company A of 
©) Indianapolia, hich was expected to 
‘ecrivé 15 Wontanet last night did not 
f Jigome ond orders have been lasued that 
the company be not called out, as the 
ideputies ; ‘appointed by, the sheriff will 
he ‘able to handie the situation at the 


> “Major R, ¢. Idande, who is in charge 
jorn ja ‘soldiers, wont to Coal Bluff and 
‘found the saloons closed tight, as had 
“been ordered. | A few Intoxicated per- 
jeans were found, but it is said that 
it is. impossible : to keep WHisky from 
aioe. muggie into the towns by out- 
tpide’ parties.: | 

i- While doing) guard duty Wednesday 
atiarncon « at: e bridge near the pow- 
ee ay, HN Cospepal R. A. Werneke, 105 
E South Fourteenth street, a member of 
fy Company B,: Ù- N. G., was confronted 
f by two men, who iobisted in going into 
$ thathollow. where the mill was aituared. 
4h Wabneke halted tha men and told them 
oF that: they could.go do further. Ha re- 
SE ‘pouted his ordors & second time, and 
SaaS the men paid na attention and al- 
4 tempted to pags him he leveled his gun 
Min Bring position. | At this move the 
Mr. Werneko 
} Neither of the men 
kre hit. The indident was the only 
R of tts kindi reported by the soldiers, 


ALC. was reported to him last night that 
#esomeone Was:in the house of J. R. 
‘Steward , butjlon investigating found 
Wehat no ne Wis in the hduse and that 
nothing had been disturbed. 
pp, The/ citizens of Fontanet have re- 
hs nested that the soldiers remain in the 
fown over Suhiday to guard their prop- 
arty against fhe sightseers, whu will 
Jock to the atene of the explosion on 
Bp eaday. The soldiers intended to re- 
Ga- to their homas: before then, but 
ie fne officers have consented ta hold 
hem on guard. 


2O PLAIN OF THE 


‘ ‘ona OF BIG FOUR TRAINS. 
TEA complaints !are being mafie byl 
| 


* sidents jof Fortanet of the Big, 
t¥alns ru anting through the! town | 


Hh dit ess = 


ea‘ 
aiar ofi people: 


funerals of i ‘those 


at a high rate of apeed. The traina, It 
In sald, endanger the lives of the resi- 
dents and those who have gone thare 
for the purpose of viewing the ruins. 
The Big Four trains have been run- 
ning behind time of late and it has 
been found necessary to put on all the 
speed possible to kdep them moving on 
time. The r-sidents of the village are 
of the opinion that the time could be 
Male up at some place else along the 
line and- say that tho company should 
slow their trains ag they pass through 
the town as a mdasure of safety to 
those who are there. Large crowds 
are about the ddpot at all times and at 
the crossing dear the depot. <A clear 
view of the fratk cannot be 24 and 
the trains are upen the cr! :aing with- 
in @ Moment after they are sighted 
and it fa fe ed thet someons will be 
killed in an effort ®© get out af danger. 


MEN ARE AT WORK 
CLEARING MILL BITE. 


A force of twel¥e mèn with teams 
begin to clear the debris, from) the 
scene of the explosion. It in thought 
that the ruins will be eléaned up with- 


went to Fontanet 


The news eaor B had 
appainted a commision to visit ‘Fen- 
tanet and Investigate the needs af the 
People was received here with great” 
satisfaction. |Therd! ts ho doubt) that 
many thousand holies will ba required 
to restore the Wrecked towniand any 
ald the people of the state may render 
will be appreciated! | 

Haste is necessary in order that the 
damaged houses may be put in hab- 
{table condition: ae cold weather 
sets in. 

The sound of ithe! harmer continues 
to be heard throughout the town. 
Many of the hemelésa paople are pak- 
ing temporary repairs, putting off! per- 
manent reconstructlon until :they ob- 
tain money to rebyila their homes. 


TRUST CONFERENCE 
ATTRACTS NOTICE 


MANY INTERESTS TO BE REPRE. 
SENTED AT NEXT WEEKS 
CONFERENCE AT CHICAGO, 


CHICAGO, NJ, Oct. 18 —Widenprent | 
interest 19 belng manifested in 
conference on _ industrial pe | 
tional Civile federation. The attendance 
week under the auspices of the Na- 
tional Civic federation. he attendance 
will Include delegates named by tha 
governors of every state and territory 
of the union and reptesentatives of 
national labor, financial, economic, ag- 
ricultural, manufacturing, trade and 
shippers’ organizations, chambers of | 
commerce and boards of trade. | 

The first day of the conference wiil 
be given over to a discussion of the | 
problems involved in tha controversies 
between the stata and federal govern- j 
ment, respecting Jurisdiction over in- 
terstate commerce, now pending in 
Minnesota, Alabama, Arkansas and 
North Carolina. 

The corporation will be the subject 
for consideration on the second day, 
and on the third ana fourth days there 
will be discussipne of the just and |! 
practicable Hmit of restriction and 
regulation, fedefal and state, of com- 
binations in angeportation, produc- 
tion, dis¢ributioh and labor. The ad- 
visabillty of athenging the Shenman 
anti-trust act will be exhaustively dis- 
cussed. 


Now Manager For Vatieties—Ned 
Alvord, formarly tonnected with the 
Danville (ll) 'Prées, has been! ap- 
pointed local mánager rg t Varieties 
and arrived g to sssunre 


of Hugh Miller, Frank Cottrell, 
uef Bj and J. H. Gibbs wero burted, 
| Ont y one of ‘the bodies that of, Bamuel 
ous was positively Identified and 
while the relatives of the others ro» 
fused to admit the identities of the bod- 
ies, yel they were buried under those 
names. 
marks on his handa. 


| if tnat could bel expected! i, 


a YOUNG 


‘In: the audience within ten feet of the 


ORE DEAD Af 
BURIED TODA 


| joel 
| Th 
| M; 
| | wW 
THREE LAID AWAY WHOM RELA: |r 
TIVES CAN NOT IDENTIFY— || |g; 
FREAKS OF EXPLOSION. | A. 

| D. 

L es 

jC. 

LW 

asives Obnoxiouse—Orders aiad To ip. 
Arreat Them—Terre Haute and Brar la: 
(Fe 


zit Doing Most For the Sufferera. 


-0g 


eerareetradr 


the charred bodies 
Same 


Thin afternoon 


Nevins was identified by 


Though the fires burning in tho. 


wreckage of the Lormer mill site have 
been smoldering for a day or so as if 
alli the fuel had burned out yet thw 


flames started up again today and with 
renewed onurgy were shouting up ten 
ur ihttwen icer nigi. f 

Many queer freaks of the explosion 
arg coming to light from tirao to tims. 
Heavy timbers were shot thrdugh the 
air and went hurling thousands of tout 
away. People were driven through 
the wails of thelr housés with alight 
injury and all of the curious freaks 
of fortune or fate that have come to 
ight are being recounted. Today while 
looking among the wreckage two 
wagons were found near the site of the 
mih that were upinjured. For some 
unknown regeon they escaped the force 
5 the powder and bear no marks of in» 
ury, 

George Justice, one of the Goad, had 
come to the mili and had made ap» lf 
plication for the position of time [T 
keper, Ha was told by an offinial 
that there was no vacanoy, at the timis 
but that he should come back the next 
day. He had just turned hia back tọ 
wajk away when the explosion came. 


ped Feet cc ee Be ee ee A 


f è 
fone}. a 


ie ing al 3 


Souvenir huntera| tinve,f ia 
Í principles of decency ani are inveaing? 
| homes and even gathering BCrapa 9 
human remains to parry away aa” rele 
(cai of the disaster. Orders.hive: been 
given to arrest al] such vandals on 
guépicion. Itihas not been jf raptien 
here of the lbarbarious manner +? 
which the remains of the njurderer 
Ward were’ gathered from’ the ash 
hemp at tha west end of the bridge 
some years ago to be carried away and 
people are filled with disgust at au 
barbartsm, 

The Dupont people, wha area on thé 
grounds, are aiving/all of theip attene 
tlon to the rehabilitation of the town 
anti positively refuse at this time to 
discuss whether they will rdbu{ld thelr 
plant at Fontanet or not. 

Tho story is told of the Duponts that 
the family has long been engaged tn 
thé manufacture of explosives and 
that where any of them huve heen en- 
gaged they have never asked em» 
ployes to perform any dangerous work 
that they would not do themselves ang 
that as a result several of the family 
have met death in a violent manner, 


“GOOD-BYE EVE” 
WERE LAST WORDS) 


SEATTLE WORKMAN, | 
FIRED BY RELIGIOUS FERVOR, 
COMMITS 8UICIDE. 


ao 


Sings “The Fire of Heavenly Love ts| 
Burning In My Baul” at an Evan. 
gelistio Meeting and Then Fires à 
Bullet Into Hia Brain, 


Ge 
the 
vis 
tar 

È 


or 
BEATTLE, Wash, Oct. 16.—With | aig 
the worda “Good bye, Eva,” Edward | ore 


Nell Kelly, a young workman, drew a Let 
revolver and fired a bullet through hig an 
hesa on a platform of the Apostolfo 

Daith church here last night, 

The girl he referred to was sitting 


young man when he fired the fatal 
shot. Kelly died at the hospital half 
an; hour later, 
Kelly, who wau 19 years old, met Eve 
Kdxtersen, a 15-year-old schoo) giri, at 
evangelist ‘meetings held here in the} ` 
eafly part of September, and a week 
agp they became engaged. They werg 
to| be married on Thanksgiving day’ 
8 one of the speakers at thé church: 
finished testifying “in foreign. tongues,”' 
which is part of the belle? of thts 
creed, Kelly arose with the words “It 
is|my turn next.” He than started 
singtng “The Fire of Heavenly Love 
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Full| Realization of 
||. of Calamity, 

tdngemeits for Burial 
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` , Par $ mi 2! 
re powder mill will be |réxi burlad' 
that Houses of the leity ‘ 


ë an 
ati the 


Mt be tepiiiesd and rebuilt 
ompany s axpenes, i 
Daath | list decreaess by the ap“ 


$i Deputies under Shariff Hòraley 
Pwilt ruie city after departure df tha 
Jmilitia. t 


within rangé of the powñera death 
deaijng eragh They aat around ion 
hexes and talked of the jdlenster th n 
hushed whilaper. Only a peek ago ithe 
mim had a meetitg@ anf at 
was almost a full rapraneiutation of the 
mambershlp. 

ee’ BU “Fhe Odd Fellows and Knights; of 
{agin commence Immediately and tha jTythima had brothers whb were killed 
fe@rection of a new plant will be in the | and they are doing everything tn tijalr 
“Ee Roures of construction in a shart p Power for Chee torag at the þe- 


7 reaved. The apirit of dftotherhood: 1# 
ume, accdrding to the statements of shown to be a blessing i a tima like 


Alfred Dupont and Mr. Connabie, rep- | this.: 
resentativés of the main offica of New| Major H. T. Conde. trli command’ of 


York city, who are in Fontanet yea-|thea twn compantea of thé Indtana 
farday. r 


of the dobrja from the aita 
the powder mill ryina at Fontanet 


Clearing 


| 
y ae 
i > tfang! Guard now uatatlored here, ys- 

- “The powder mill will be rebullt and|terddy published an nrar to the 

“BS 
i 


j 
tho damaged houses rcpalred and the| fect that no Nquor all sold, There 
ig Gestroyed bulldings will be butlt anew lara J1 salnons in the fbwn and g! 


ZE @t the ontire expense of the bann- 
ap Rand Powder Company.” This fe the 
Ga Bubstance of the statement mada by 
Alfred Dupont of New York city at 
Soontans: yesterday. 
ki The reconstruction of the city has 
egun {n earnest. Aa soon as building 
‘material can be procured new ‘houses 
will loom „up in every . dfrec- 
it gion sald one citizen. What is moat 
sg -Yieeded now, said another, la window 
Kolasa to replace the shattered | panes. 
v3, Following the shock in Fomlanet there 
hie was not a whole pane of glass in, the 
S elty, . 
S ada expresa train is bringing 
_Doxep of glass, but the dealers had no 


were preparing to re-onyin The ga- 
Joong at Coal Bluff, thrdè miles east. 
will lecome under this drer. as the 
Hrutga fixed by the order caver ali 
pants whehim three mijpa af Fan- 
tahe i 

The militia an duty aldng the matin 
atreae yesterday wara forn aut by 
nigr y with the work ofj keeping tha 
line of vehicles moving. | Blawly two 
strings of buggies, one Jr! auch Alrac- 
tlon. Passed north and xoufh acroan tha 
tawn! all day, The officufa had their 
hand full In keeping avulfenir seekdra 
from the smoldering ashe! and the Hot 
Lwiathd tron at the mill mitns 

“By all means,” sald a linalice offider 


mi” of the amount needed and orders yestebdu y, “da net gb oe tha corn- 
he more glass were telephoned tolling niis. They ara Ilabledl to go up at 
wemerre Haute yesterday. “Headquar-;any lime.” | 


@® ters For Glass” is tho first sign à 
we pergon will notice upon entering Fone 
i tanet by the Big Four route, 

& 

& victims of 


A WE ta ce of the pepullice neema :to 
think) 1¢ is safa nevertheladia. 

No event In Viga Counly ever draw 
the > of thia vitini as haa the 
Fontanet catnatrophe ‘tuesday tha 


$. =. 
+ 


———— 


Town Oraped in Mourning. 
Fontanet was draped in mourning 
yesterday ani will continue to be for 
several days. The firat burtal of the! 
the horrible catastroph 
bce plade yesterday afternoon and. 
-renewed fho heartbreaking scones. Dei 


The Weather Forecast 
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art) 
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Ball to maka 


pearance of mea wha were repartad teen wl for the byrial of thair 
damong the missing. Yrothers. It!was a pitiful handful, atx 
$ Crowds hamper work af ralfef f/i Bl. that gathered a They were 
j pomimittec. the only ma@mbers of the union not 
WM Rembine cf ancthar ‘victim ward seo) ey areas out of|an, 
; organization of 72 members. 
Cee a, Male iotima ava These fortunate bali workera 
, healers ware on the night shift And wera mot 
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REVISED LIST OF DEAD. 

; ep nce of come man reported 

dead reduced the ligt of fatalities in 

ithe) Fontanet diesater. From in- 

vegtigations of the coroner the fàl- 

im s list is belleved to be com- 
ter 


jthh polley of 

o tolencdhrand gifts 

Èi A ha supy tes. | With 

ey | Qdromittee wan obtain 

any ‘kind of h ies mecessary from 

here | They ar ategil td/be aura, of 
any Mind of gagernoe/ iat comes. 

A charred t WAA takeh frojn the 

ruins yesterday, |t waa Inipossible to 


“t Hamper. 
Relief Work 
Perbont out of idle curidsity, who | 


have peo swarming Int Fontanat, | 
have inadvertently, ne 


A.B. MONAHAN, general superin- ddubt, ham- | 


P identify the pdjsoiz, byt kt Hu believed 

tendant , if = i ‘ parat gragtly the work of|aiding the 
MHS. A, B. MONAHAN of Fonta- ae t the awe ma aiee aes sutferareijfrom the tarribie dismater 

yy driving.: war fsal yeta w $ 87 \) of Tussday. That there js any dis- 


y. but no; 


lj 


MAS. ETHEL TAYLOR, nisce of 
. Monahan, 


RGE BQO. 


LIAM SHERT Ly employs iin 
iosa foom, e, 
HENAY HARRINGTON, sieetri- 


ajna at mill. 
BYEVESTER DIAL, sged 48. 
SAMMY NEVINS. 
HARRY: YATES. 
WILL DALTON, aged 17, died at 
hospital. 
8AM COCKRELL. 
SYLVESTER DON DIAL, aged 17. 
JAMES BIGGS, aged 50, empleyed 
i in mill yarda. 
EARL WOOD. 


position . ọ retard this, work none 
will) admit, but at the aame time. 
tha wprkiihas bean handicapped and | 
purely stint ae asirieda spirit of 
many Arpa Mahtese lemn 

i mat i area eat ay aiid iat! 
alghtuberg ourh thalr aurigaity and 
andeayor|¢o aid ih dvary! Way ‘pos, 
sible the, work: of giving réeliet tp the 
destitute jund the suffering. .A little 
thoughtfulnesa will help graatly. 
Pleasa tHink of this If yau MUST 
go to Fontanet on a sightseoing tour, 


trace off the Win. | 
Many $ 


"We, fee abs 
man of the c 


last? night. Welexpect thio 

2 steadily ae tho bif 

paired, 

| “The people arp nowina: destitute. : 
land weuld bg hoarding themselves 
Irlght naw if thay jad accesa to cook- 
iing utensils and a place to do the 
icoolkdrig. The Mafority of the broud- 
earnere of the towh are well employed, __— 
in tha mines add other indystrias and| ~~ ~ 
will gel alung very well 24 epon aa the, 
houses are mafie ‘Inhabitahlo again.” 


G 
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« 
-F of 
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she 


Tt tg said that tha Matributian 


enca. 

ME s e a aged The local ocatnifittes, compossd of of supplies Is baing conducted smooth- 

HARRY CHANDLER > Fontanet, Mr. Bali as chairman, George M. Crane ly and thei people era baing well 
digd at at Anthonya. and Lewia J. ox; went to Fontanet nourished. 


Meyor Lyons accompanied tha com- 
imitiea and jAherlf Horsley ta Fontanet 
yesterday. The party made the trip 


(\@arty yesterday niorning and held a 
conference with the cotamitiee thara. 
James E. Johnson, Thomas Wodtard, 
McKillup and Rex Muncie, Bhorlif in an automobile, The mayor waa ap- 
Horaley also wat present. | palled ty {he uwful wreck He said 
| “After talking thè matter over,” auld | that he would spare no paina in his 
Mr. Ball, “we decided to ga to Major |oMctal capanity to relieve the eltuation. 
| Conde and requést that the militte re-| “lL tntend'(o send a aquad of patrol- 
main on the scene until after Bunday. | men to help handle the erawd which fa 
We could get along without the boys expectad Aynday,” he said. “Of course 
Friday and Saturday, but are afraid It would ba: hatter Jf the people would 
that the crowds which will be on the, stay away, but human intereat Arewa 
ground Sunday Will) be beyond the con- ;them to thd acent and wo must maka 
‘trol of the plain-clothesa deputies.” tha best of mattera.” 
Want Troope Over Sunday. Btate Vaetory ‘Inspector Wiliiam 
Mr Ball sald that the Major has Blakely, whp began an Investigation of 


the expluslidan yeaterday, waa able tu 
communicated with Governor Hanly ID) on. but little headwny. He came to 
[regard to the matter. Mayor Lyona) terre Haut lust night to examine the 
t ‘and Shen aE pre aiso pha & injured men in the hoagitala. 
E waaestt i written request to Wie over@or aBKINE! Theo records In Mr. 
aosa li eee ee ane mag {that the troops temaln over Bunday. | ahow that the ulant employed 80 mien, 
3 Tho treapa aro anxious to Betj|jwarking 70 $f tham on the day shift. 


visitors were in the destroyed town ak 
Yesterday more than 5,990 visited tha f 7AN: gold Mr. Hall. “Thay have left The plant waa laat inapectad by R. 


aceno, i their desks and budinesa, and one can! A, Hamilton, feputy factory inapector, 

i Teams ta Move Furniture | not biame them for wanting to galjoen June A, and pronouaced by him in 
Tha Terra Hauts Brewing C home. Wa proposed to Major Conde|a safe condition at that time. Several 

und farmers trom tha a = Company|tnat they be allowdd to Alsband Fri-jtnauranca adjustera are appralsing thy 

DER ae ey seed ll vi- ‘day and Saturday and ratura Sunday.| property, ` 

Seana and w ni 2 usa af thair) we do nat know what will be dane Tha citizens of the town expect the 

F ATR S EA the} ot fire Ineurande companies to realat pay- 


furnitura fram tha demolished houses. e 
f S e fac hat tha 
H ; n | The committee was aasured by C.|ment because pf the t that l 


T. J. KELLUM, Wilmington, Dei, 
burned In offloe near mili, with 
| Superintendent Monahan. 
BAMUEL MORR!& 
HENRY CUNNINGHAM, aged 38, 
emplayed in mill, 
P. 3 CARROLL. 
FRANK INGALLS. 
if BAM INGALLS. 
if FRED CREBAS, 
s thonya. 
AUGUST GIRARD, 
FRED MEVING., 
‘| MRB. OUBLEY. 
|| EDWARD NEVINA. 
MERLE WEBSTER. 
Two unidentified. 


died at St. An- 


{ 
F 
H 


| 


IV., Ferriday. superintendent of thea;hounen were! destroyed by nelthar fre 

ú . 

et he eR the ST- | middie divialon pf the Dupont Com-|nor a cyciona, Monat of the realdenta 
relteve = 

their suffering wera buried yesterday PANY. continued Mr Ball, “that the f carried Josuyance, 


In orĝer te prevent any campany wauld not object to the pen- Tat ae aS 
the atench; ple going Into their housea and getting ANT BACK 
| A thealing of Major Conde and tha! ‘lothen and bedding, The people were 


minev unjon of Fontanet waa held at afraid that tf they entered thelr hounes 


Hilnesa from 


ERS W 


Btrikers In Many Citles Apply fer Old 


i 
| KEY-POUND 


| 
f 
i might ua injure their : 
2 o’clock yesterday afternoon. At this! that they g th J | Piktes With Company: 
ttme herif Horsley aakad for volun- | chances of reacaverifg damag«eu { 
teers among the minara for guarda: "Mr Ferriday anavred um that this NEW YORK. Cer i17.—- Striking 
after the diamissa) of the militia, whitch: would not te the case Ha talg usn that ‘telegraphers ta the number of 26 ap- 
percha’ ly gael! ecaue Monday. the campany Interida to employ A plleđ for relnataternant In the Western 
| At presant the people of Fontanet bunch of carpenterd and magone and 


‘Division of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company today, according to an 
| official abnouncement made by tha 
company. Other appilcationa wern 15 
in New York city, maven ut Wast Oak- 


jare not In any great naeA of anything , rebuild the honsep Itreapecuve af thelt 
excapt underwear and elothing of al] owners He sgid that thia will ba done 
Sorts fer children of 19 years an4 un- ìn all powsaltla hasta)” 

der. Boma requesta for nad clothing; The committes w{ll raturn to Pon- 


z I aa L n G as | land. Cal, and all of the farce at 
Columbia, A. C, asked ta be restored. 
ito thelr former places. 


Bed Clothing Urgently Needed 


YOUNG CRIMINALS CONFESS 


spite the fact that all Fontanet hag) Pomin Forerant for ppm 
been qt scene of sorrow since the ca FAIR ! Friday 
tine H ryt .ẹ Saturdhy 
lamity swept over the village Tudada ie Terre Haare 
morning, the moat touching scen of| = anl vpetaley 
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The people of Fontanet are tleeping under fenta or, poar 
chelter, without firsm and practically no covering for thelr beds. 
Nearly avery bit of bed covering was shattered arid destroyed by the 
forde of the explosions. Ona of the greatest neede, mais from food, is | 

bed covering, and it ig urged an the people of Terra Haute that they 
contribute bed clothing at once. All donations af bed cdveringa will be 
received at The Ster office TODAY and Immadiately distributed. 
Donations of cagh, which will be used to buy bed aldthing and sub- 
stantial food, will ajeo be giadly received at The Star cffice.,, There ia 
no grpet necessity of wearing apparel at the presanf time. | 
The maney cantributad to The Star and thy bd oloth|ng sent in will 


be -a aa over to the ganera! relief committee jand proper distribution 
made. i i 7 
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COLUMBUS. O., Oct 17.—Deputy 
Fire Marshal Newman af Dayton re- 
ports here that he haa s#aecired the 
| confession of Virgil and Milton Gar- 
iner, two buys aged 13 and {6 years, 
thut they eet fira to and burned tha 


Champalgn County. Thpy burned the 
harm because QGorbett, rep#imanded 
them fof satting fire th a haystack. 
They will be sent to thd refogm farm. 
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By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


FONTANET, Ind. — People in 
this town are still talking about the 
big bang that happened 75 years 
ago. In this town’s case, the big 
bang is all fact and no theory. 

The big bang refers to how 
Fontanent was flattened, not how 
the universe came to be. 

“Lands, yes, we were just talkin 
about this the other day,” sai 
Clara Stuthard who’s most of her 
80-plus years in this northeast 
Vigo County village of some 350 
people. She refers to that unforget- 
table morning of Oct. 16, 1907, 
when the DuPont Powder Mill was 
blown sky high. 

It had to be one of the biggest 
blowouts in the history of the 
Wabash Valley. There were four 
blasts starting at 9:15 a.m. that 
day and lasting more than 90 
minutes. An overheated shaft ignit- 
ing powder was listed as the cause 
of the blast. 

One of the four blasts was 300 
tons of black powder going off. The 
fourth explosion was the finale and 
occurred when four tons of 
dynamite ignited. Twenty-seven 
| people died and many more were 
| injured. 
| The shock of the blast was felt in 
| Terre Haute and Brazil. The ex- 
! plosion was even recorded on a 
| seismograph in Ohio. One of the 
_ blasts sent a chunk of lumber 
_ flying through a window and stuck 
| it into a wall — in Montezuma 20 
| miles away. 

Four students of Fontanet 
Elementary School were found four 
miles from town after one blast. 
They couldn’t explain how they got 
there. An estimated 500 homes and 
many businesses were destroyed in 
the village. ? 

After the dust had_ settled, and 
things got somewhat back to 
normal, DuPont officials told the 
townspeople they wanted to re- 
build the powder mill. The general 
feeling was that one disaster was 
plenty; and the people petitioned to 

eep the plant from being rebuilt. 

Fontanent. was. never again the 

prosperous town it once was. 

“My mother, father, sister and I 
were in Terre Haute and went to 
see the disaster on a train baggage 
car,” said Roy Stuthard, who was 
just 4 at the time. “My uncle was 
working in the powder mill that 
day,” he continued, “and they never 
found his body.” 

Different aspects of the tragedy 

_ stuck with. different. people who 
were alive at the time. Stuthard 
never forget once incident that 
occurred at the elementary school. 

“A beam came down on the 
school teacher during one of the 
blasts and popped one of the eyes 
out of her head,” he explained. 
“They put it back in and she was 
able to teach again.” 

Area poet M. J. Lake even wrote 
a piece on the great disaster. “I 
wouldn’t give that poem up for 
nothing,” said Mrs. Stuthard, who’s 
kept the poem for years. 

The lengthy poem contains these 
lines: “The town was crushed like 
an egg shell” and “It all came in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye.” 

There’s another thing that comes 
to mind when people mention 
Fontanet...the annual bean dinner 
that takes place the last weekend 
of August. It’s quite an affair. 

' Sixty army veterans of the Civil 
War put the first one on in 1890. 
They decided to have beans, 
hardtack and coffee...chow they’d 
eaten while serving in the war 
between the states. 

The dinner drew a couple hun- 
dred people and always took place 
in the powder mill woods. The site 
of the gathering was moved to 
Holloway Grove in 1907 after the 
big explosion. It’s been there ever 
since. 

“Each year we cook up 2,200 
pounds of beans and season it with 
300 pounds of bacon,” explained 
Bob Haslett, associated with the 
Fontanent Bean Dinner Associa- 
tion the past 14 years. Several 
thousand people now show up for 
the affair, which includes a dance, 
carnival, boxing show events in the 
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festivities. 

“Its the biggest annual event in 
Fontanet,” said Haskett. The beans 
are free, and Haskett said the line 
for serving generally begins form- 
ing around 5:30 a.m. 

“My grandparents helped cook 
the first bean dinner at Fontanet,” 
said Clara Stuthard of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Foxworthy. 

Fontanet’s history goes back to 
1877 when a post office was 
established at the:site in a town 
called Hunter. In 1881, the name of 
the village-was changed to Foun- 
tain Station after a spring that 
flowed through the area. It. later 
became Fontanet. Population peak 
of this Nevins Township village 
was 1,500 in 1889. 

Today, there are few businesses 
in Fontanet. Paul Cox is 
postmaster at a nice new office 
dedicated May 17, 1983. There's 


Around town... 


Kay and Jim Carter [above] are getting The Mercantile ready to 
open for business Tuesday. It will sell grocery and deli items and 
gasoline. The Carters own the business with Ron and Donna 
Wilkinson. Fontanet [see map, left] lies in northeastern Vigo 
County near the Parke and Clay county lines. The town isn't really 
going to the dogs, it’s just that these dogs [below], owned by 
Bill Camp and being watched over by Kenneth Price, found a tug 
of war over a stick good exercise on a brisk winter day. 


the small Mattox funeral home, 
Meg’s Tavern run by Bill and Etta — 
Camp, John Turner’s welding shop 
and G.B. Machine Shop operated 
by Mike Goda. The Godas also have 
reenleaf Co., which sells farm 
supplies. Joe Banyas is a 
semi-retired barber in the village. 
The downtown area is 
highlighted by the néw post office. 
Next to it are three tan brick 


buildings constructed by Harry 


Stultz several decades ago. The bar 
is 1n one; the other two are vacant, ~ 
Clayton Turner ran a general 
store in Fontanet from 1923 to 
1973. These days, he keeps busy 

part-time by fixing flats. 

“This was quite a mining town at 
one time,” he said. “There were at © 
least half a dozen large ones 
around.” He said the mines started 

laying out during the 1920s. 
urner said at one time there were 


13 or 14 saloons in town. 

Fontanet High School became 
Nevins High School back in 1928, 
said the retiree. Nevins closed its 
doors when Terre Haute North 
High School opened in 1971. There 
were numerous elementary schools 
in the area. 

With Ed Dean as coach, the Bean 
Towners won the Terre Haute 
sectional in the early 1930s. He 
recalled some of the outstanding 
individuals on the teams as includ- 
ing Jack Menelly and the Mann 
brothers, Bill and Morris. “Another 
good coach was Whitey Hoffman,” 
recalled Turner. 

In recent summers, Fontanet has 
had a basketball celebrity nearby. 
Larry Bird, thought by many to be 
the world’s greatest basketball 
player, has often visited his friend 
Max Gibson, who’s lived in the 
Fontanet area many years. 
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“Dusting” the snow: Betty Mattox James sweeps funeral: 
home walk. 


Ready for the fireptace: Clifford Cox gathers armload of 
wood to fight off early December cold spell. 


War rations recalled: The end of August is the time when 
the bean pots go a-boilin’ at the town’s bean dinner, which 


draws scores of hungry visitors. 
Vico County Public Library 


